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J To 
ake 


MASTER 
HAS GONE 


THE 


PRACTICE 
AT THE 
DOJO... 


SHE'S GOING! 
a v A CERTAIN 


YOU'RE 
A 
MASTER 
SWORDSMAN. 


A HYOGONO- 
@  SUKE?! = 


HE MAY BE 


BUT HE STILL 


PUT 
YOUR 


GUT 
INTO IT! 


THE PROPER 
DISCIPLINE HAVE 
NO PLACE WITH 


.\ SUKEKURO... 


KEEPER. 


THESE 
THREE MEN 
AND L 
SHODA 
KIZAEMON... 


TOGETHER, 
WE ARE KNOWN \y 
AS THE SENIOR 

DISCIPLES OF 

THE YAGYU. 


THE BEST 
‘SWORDSMEN 
WHY YOU CAN jue COME FROM THIS 
SPARE ONE OF DOJO LOCATED 

ae 3 ‘SURELY WE OUT HERE IN THE 
WILL PRODUCE fs 


HYOGONO- 
‘SUKE IS 
COMING 
BACK/! 


THE 
SHINKAGE 
STYLE SHALL 
BE PASSED 
DOWN FROM 
SEKISHOSAI TO 
HYOGONOSLIKE!! 


T™ 
“, GOING TO 
THE 2 TAKE HIM 
INVINCIBLE a ON... 
YAGYO SS - 
SEKISUSAI 


-» THE 
HEAVENS 
WON'T BE 
LAUGHING. 


TM 
COMING 
FOR YOU, 
yAGyol 
SEKISHUSAI... 


7 

“AND YET 

SOMEHOW THIS 
SMALL CASTLE 

AND THIS MOUNTAIN 
VILLAGE HAS 

MANAGED TO SURVIVE 

ALL THE VIOLENCE fe 


ITS PROOF 
POSITIVE OF 
yacy 
SEKISHLISAI'S 
GREATNESS. 


I WANT 
TO CLEANSE 
MYSELF BEFORE 
I GO THROUGH 
THE CASTLE 
GATES. 


MIND 
IF I BOAST 


EVER 
‘SINCE HE 
WAS A CHILD 
HE'S BEEN 
SUST LIKE 


BUT THAT 
aE NS A opi 
STUBBORN 

ONE... SCHOOL... 


I WISH 
TO HAVE AN 
OPPORTLNITY 
TO VISIT THE 
DOJO OF THE 
YAGYD!! 


THE OTHERS 
AREN'T 


THAT IS OF 
NO CONCERN 


TO ME AS MY 
ONLY DESIRE IS 
TO MEET THE 
GREAT MASTER 
SEKISHOISAI!! 


PERHAPS I 
SHOULD TAKE 
HIM ON. WE'LL 
TEACH HIM A 
LESSON. 


3 HAVING HIM 
BEAR A GRUDGE 
AGAINST 
us. 


ALTHOUGH I 
UNDERSTAND HOW \ 
HE MIGHT STRIKE A )\\) 
COMPETITIVE CHORD 


IN YOU-BOTH OF 
a4, \ vou RESEMBLING 
BEARS AND 


/ 
HE HAS 
( A PLACE TO 
COME HOME 


AND HIS 
GRANDFATHER... 


wal SO 
LOOKING 


FORWARD TO 
SEEING 
HIM. 


you 
CAN STAY 

HERE 
FOREVER. 


b 


eee 


#81 


f 
piibeded 


The canny 


/ 1 DONT 
LIKE IT 
EITHER. 


LET ME 
GUESS WHY 
YOU HATE 
BATHING. 


YOUR 
ATTITUDE... 


THE WAY \ 
YOU CARRY 
YOURSELF 
EVERY DAY. 


YOU'RE 
PREPARED TO 
BE ATTACKED 
AT ANY 
MOMENT. 


yy YouRE 
AFRAID THAT 
YOUR GUARDED 
‘AWARENESS 
WILL BE WASHED 
AWAY ALONG 
WITH THE 
DIRT. 
THAT'S an 
WHY You 
DON'T LIKE 


BATHING. 


I GET 
THE FEELING 
THAT YOU 
AND I ARE 
SIMILAR. 


YAGYU ARE 
JUST LETTING 


ME STAY WITH 


THEM FOR A 


WOMAN 
RIDING A 
HORSE. 


STAYING 
AT 


2! 


BY 
YOURSELF i 


YOU, BOY? 

YOURE NOT 
FROM AROUND 
HERE, ARE 


WELL a 
THEN, WHY 
DONT You JOTARO... 
SHOW OTSLI 

THERE? 


TO STAY 
OUTSIDE 
AND PLAY. 


TAKE A SWIM \: 
IN THE 
RIVER. 


HAVE LIKED 
TO OFFER 
YOU SOME 


DAMN IT! IF ONLY THAT 
BEARISH MAN I MET THE 
OTHER DAY WAS THE 
MESSENGER. ID FORCE 
HIM TO INTRODUCE ME 


WILL SEE 
HIM THE 


NEXT TIME 
I COME 
BACK, 


AM A 
MAN WITH A 
PREDILECTION 

FOR 
FLOWERS...? 


Do You 
REALLY THINK 
THAT L THE 
SECOND SON 
OF YOSHIOKA 

KEMPO. 


WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL 


= 
Ox 
zw 
Foe 
xs 
= 


IHAVE ¥ 
RETURNED! Jj 


IBS YA 
\ \ 


fA 


/ NOBLEWOMAN 
FROM THE 
CASTLE GAVE 
IT TO ME. ITS 
‘A PEONY. 


YOU LIKE... 
“J\ FLOWERS? 


-- SUCCESSOR 
TO THE 
INVINCIBLE... 


al 


a 
65 Ss 
ee eel ; 


pa! 


#33] Legacy 


putt 


| DAY. yAcyo 
|] SEKISHUSAL... 


6 Wl 
NJ il SHINKAGE STYLE 
i 


j To HIS 
GRANDSON: 
HYOGONOSUKE. 


BEEN OVER 
4O YEARS SINCE 
L INHERITED THE 
SHINKAGE STYLE 
DERIVED FROM 


| 
> CHARACTERS... 


HANDS BRUSHED 
THE FINAL iw 


WERE | 
EVIDENT AS HIS | 
TREMBLING 


wl WAS 

ABLE TO 
MASTER IT~ 
APPROACHING 
HEAVEN AND 

EARTH. 


I PASS AWAY, 
IT STILL 
LIVES ON, 
HERE. 


\/” MASTER 
KAMTIZUME 


ITs 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT. 


CUT AT THE \2 
CASTLE. 


OH MY! 
ITS YOU! 


JOTARO, 
HOW DID YOU 
GET INTO THE 

CASTLE/? 


ME AT FIRST 
CAUSE I MADE 


- 
LIM 
NE ard omits 


AMAL LITTLE 


Corse / BROTHER! 
) 


iY 


: a ¥ 
A\. BUT I 
WAS SENT 
| HERE BY My | 
MASTER... 


= 


TO 
DELIVER 
THIS 
MESSAGE!! 


1 WONT Bes messace 
BOTHER TO bY FROM YOUR ) 
READ HIS " »\. MASTER, / 


SEEK THE 
OPPORTLNITY 
TO OBSERVE 
YOUR SWORDS- 

MANSHIP.” 


‘A FELLOW 
'ASPIRANT FOLLOWING’ 
THE WAY OF THE 


‘SWORD, WONT YOU 
PLEASE GRANT MY 
REQUEST FOR A 
LESSON?” 


“I WOULD 
LIKE TO 
VISIT THE 
DOJO OF 
THE YAGYL.” 


MY MASTER 
ISNT LIKE 
EVERYBODY 


ELSE! LN 


mm] ‘MEN WHO FANCY 
‘THEMSELVES 
‘SAMURAI IN 

TRAINING COME 
HERE WITH THE 


JUST CANT BE 
BOTHERED WITH 
THEIR LIKE. YOU 
UNDERSTAND, 


WON'T READ 
HIS MESSAGE, 
THEN CUT 
ME DOWN!! 


: S21 CANT 
CUT MES’ RETURN TO 


DOWN IF HIM WITHOUT 
[YOU WON'T FULFILLING 


READ MY TASK!! 
ee 


ee 


/ THAT ) 
MEANS... 


ae 
) 


1 DOUBT A 
NOBLEWOMAN 
COULD MAKE 

A CUT LIKE 


EVEN 
THOUGH IT'S 
BEEN CUT, THE 
FLOWER REMAINS 
VIBRANT-AS FE 

irs sti / 


ALIVE. y 


THE CUT 
ON THAT 
PEONY IS 


DIFFERENT. 


crs 
( DESTROYING 


THE FLOWER. 


“I WOULD 
LIKE TO KNOW 
WHO MADE THIS. 


HAH! THESE 
FELLOWS ARE 
SO DESPERATE 

THEY'RE COMING 
UP WITH SOME 
CREATIVE WAYS 
TO APPROACH 

us. 


MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI.. 


.-AGAINST 
THE YOSHIOKA 
OF KYOTO AND 
AGAINST INSHLIN 


WAS A 
FAIR MATCH 
AGAINST 
INSHUN...? 


4 
te jee mae 


MY VISIT 


PLEASE 
TAKE 
CARE, 

SIR. 


HOW MIYAMOTO 
__MUSASHI IS. 
FARING WITH 

__ HIS TRAINING... 


YOSHIOKA 


DENSHICHIRO.. Se X CA 


Io 
COMPLETELY 
FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT HIM! 


YOU'RE 
WASTING 
YOUR TIME. 
THEY WON'T 
GRANT YOU 
AN AUDIENCE. 


YOu 
HAVEN'T 
FORGOTTEN 
YOUR PROMISE, 
HAVE You? 


ww LL 
SEE YOU 
BACK IN 


KYOTO!! 


MAN WITH A 
PREDILECTION 
FOR 
FLOWERS? 


ITs 
LIMP AND 


snYOSHIOKA ~ | LIFELESS... 
DENSHICHIRO. ‘f : 


THE PROVINCES 
ARE AFTI 
YOU. 


NOW THAT 
YOU HAVE 
LEFT KATO 
KIYOMASA'S 


CONTINUE 
TO TRAVEL 
THE LAND IN 
ORDER TO 
IMPROVE 
MYSELF. 


s 
BYGRANDFATHER | 
SPEAKING 
OF WARRIOR 
PILGRIMS... 


MANY THESE 
DAYS ARE 
JUST LAZY 


PARASITES AND § 


CHARLATANS. 


DID 
HE SHOW 
UP HERE? 


HE 
COULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN 
OLDER THAN 
TWENTY. 
iS 
iy BUT 
| Lop 
4| NOT GET | 
|| HIS NAME. ) 
IMAGINE 
Me THAT, JUST 
RUNNING INTO. 
y f A MAN LIKE 
/_1T MUST ra THAT ON MY 
/ MEAN I STILL ay WAY HOME. 
HAVE MUCH OF 
THE WORLD & 
TO SEE. / € 


CONTINUE 
MY TRAINING 
PILGRIMAGE! 


THIS IS 
OTSH. SHE'S 
BEEN LOOKING 


I BET THE ‘MORI 
MASTER LIKE HIS 

LOOKED LIKE GRAND 

THIS WHEN oe FATHER. 
HE WAS A 


YOUNG MAN. 


GRAND- 
FATHER/! 


7 TALKING... 


\/ 


BUT 
AT THE VERY 
LEAST ILL 
‘| GAIN ENTRANCE 
TO THE 
ESTATE! 


“ELL 
SEE YOU IN 
kyoto...” 


I 
NEED A 
BLANKET. 


“THERE'S 

NOTHING 

HERE FOR 
YOU...” 


I'VE GAINED 
ACCESS TO THE 
ESTATE WHICH 
WILL LEAD 
ME TO THE 
| GREAT YAGYO 
T\ SEKISHOSAL.../ 


RESTING 
FOR NOW.. 


UP THE SWORD, 
MY STANCE, MY 


HE BRAGS 
ABOUT YOU 
WHENEVER 
HE GETS 

THE CHANCE. 


THE 
SHIP OF 
STONE 
REFUSES 
TO COME 
AFLOAT!! 


TH 
GREAT LORD - 
WILL NEVER / YOUR 
/ EFFORTS 


SEE A 
WANDERING WILL BE 
‘SAMURAI. FRUITLESS, 
SIR. Ve 


: AND 
— EVEN YOSHIOKA 
DENSHICHIRO FROM 


THE DISTINGUISHED 
YOSHIOKA SCHOOL 

LEFT HERE "OF KYOTO WAS 

TURNED AWAY. 


JUST 
YESTERDAY. 


TLL 
MAKE MY 
MARK HERE AT 


MY \ THE YAGYI 
SWORD WILL 4 po one 9 CLAN... 
BRING THAT 2 
INVINCIBLE 
OLD DRAGON 

YAGYU SEKISHUSAI 
DOWN TO HIS 

KNEES. 


TLL 4 
TAKE ON 
THE WHOLE 


CASTLE IF 


PLEASE... 
THERE'S NO 
NEED FOR 
FORMALITIES. 


ALL WE 
HAVE IS THE 
HOSPITALITY 


OF THE 
MOLINTAINS, 


PEONY STEM 
YOU INQUIRED 


OUR 
LORD, THE 
MASTER OF THE 
YAGYO CLAN WAS 
THE ONE WHO 
CUT THAT 
FLOWER. 


_ Me 


SO IT / 
WAS | 

YAGYO 

SEKISHOSAI 


TM HAPPY 

TO HEAR 
IT WAS CUT | # 
BY MASTER 
SEKISHUSAI. 


HAD IT 
WOT BEEN 
MASTER 
SEKISHOSAI, 
HAD IT BEEN 
ANY OTHER... 


oe THAT 
WOULD MEAN 
TM NO MATCH 
AGAINST THE 

YAGYO 


BUT 


POSSBLY BE oH 
THE DIFFERENCE iS AMT? 
ETHER END OF THE 

CuT? 


THE SAME. 
ORDINARY MEN 
SUCH AS 


OURSELVES 
4) CANNOT TELL 
|| THE DIFFERENCE. 


HAVE DEVOTED 
OUR LIVES 
TO THE WAY 


THIS 
SHINKAGE HALL 
WAS ORIGINALLY 

BUILT FOR MASTER 
KAMIIZUMI_ ISENOKAMI 
FOR HIS STAYS 
HERE. 


THIS 
HALL IS SO 
DEEPLY CONNECTED j 
TO THE WAY f 
OF THE SWORD. IT 
IS MOST FITTING 
FOR US TO HOLD 
OUR DISCUSSION 
HERE. 


BEEN RAISED 
BY THE 
MOUNTAINS 
AND RIVERS. 


VI 
NEVER HAD 
A PROPER 
MASTER. 


EXPLAIN ANY 
FURTHER... 


TAKE UP 
YOUR SWORD 
AND CHALLENGE 
ME TO A FIGHT. 
THERE'S REALLY 
NO OTHER 
WAY. 


i SOME 
¢) NERVE! 


NEVER GET 
ANOTHER 
OPPORTLINITY 
TO GET THIS 
pe CLOSE TO 
SEKISHOSAI. 


THIS 
ONE WON'T 
BE EASILY 
PROVOKED. 


I TOLD 
YOU, IT'S 
MURATA! ARE 
YOU TOYING 
WITH ME?! 


TLL PROVOKE 
HIM AND FIND. 
A WAY IN. 


NOT A GREAT 
STRATEGY, BUT 

IT’S"ALL I'VE GOT. 
TONIGHT'S MY 
ONLY CHANCE. 


CAUSED ME?! ( 


Now 
( ITS TIME 
WE FIGHT 


Eve REAL! 
eer 


FEW IN THE 
CASTLE ARE AWARE 
THAT THE FOUR 
SENIOR DISCIPLES 
OF THE YAGYO 
HAVE INVITED 
MIYAMOTO MUSASHI 
ONTO THE PREMISES 
TO DISCUSS 
SWORPSMANSHIP. 


IN ONE 
CORNER OF 
THE ESTATE 
LIES A HALL 

y ©KNOWN AS 
SHINKAGEDO. 


THEN THEY 
MOVED ON 
TO RUMORS 
CIRCULATING 
THROUGHOUT § 
THE LAND. 


..AND MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI. THEY 
HAD FOUGHT 
ON DIFFERENT 
SIDES, BUT THEY 
WERE ALL THERE... 


IT BEGAN 
WITH A 
DISCUSSION 
OF SWORD 
FIGHTING... 


THESE MEN 
TOGETHER. 


EVEN IF 


IT MEANS I I WILL 
HAVE TO TAKE BE GRANTED 
ON EVERYONE AN AUDIENCE 

IN THIS WITH YAGYO 
CASTLE... 


SEKISHOSAI... 


FIVE 
MEN LIVING 
BY THE SWORD, 
SITTING AROUND, 
CHATTING 
AWAY. 


WHAT IS SO 
RIDICULOUS, 
MUSASHI? 


NO, IT'S 
RIDICULOUS. 


IS GOING 
ON HERE? 


Li 
Is IT SO 
ABSURD FOR 


SCHOOL TRULY 
DESERVES ITS 
REPUTATION? 


) _ THE YAGYU 

SCHOOL TURNS 
AWAY ALL 
WANDERING 
SAMURAI. 


YES, 
THERE ARE 


TOO MANY 
OF THEM. 


WHO 
KNOWS 
WHAT THE 
TRUTH IS... 


SO..DO 
YOU STAY 
CLOISTERED IN 
THIS REMOTE 
SCHOOL IN THE 
MOUNTAINS... 


--AND 
GATHER IN 
THIS NICE HALL 
TO “DISCUSS” 
SWORDSMANSHIP 
EVERY DAY? 


STRENGTHS IN 
SWORSMANSHIP 


HOW 
RIDICULOUS!! 


THE 
RIDICULOUS 
YAGYD!! 


MAGNIFICENT CUT 
ON THE FLOWER, BUT 
I SEEM TO HAVE 
OVERESTIMATED 
HIM. 


A WARRIOR 

CAN'T HE WITH TRUE 
SEE HOW HE'S TALENT WOULD 
DEMEANING NEVER BE SO 
HIMSELF BY DESPERATE TO 
DOING THIS...? SHOW OFF HIS 


~\ STRENGTH... 


i) 
= MURATAL! 
Ry) 
NOT 


Do 
THEY SEE 
THROUGH 
MY PLAN? 


GET INTO THE 
CASTLE. I CAN'T 
LEAVE WITHOUT 

FIGHTING 
SEKISHOSAI/! 


HE 
DOESN'T 
USHALLY 

BARK LIKE 


SOMETHING 
MUST HAVE 
HAPPENED. 


THE OTHER 
PROCEEDS TO 
ASSASINATE 
OUR LORD. 


YOu 
NEVER KNOW 
WHAT SOME 
SCOUNDREL 
WILL DO FOR 
THE SAKE OF 

AMBITION. 


HOW 
PATHETIC IT 
WOULD BE FOR 
THE PLAN TO 
BE FOILED BY 


MUNENoRI'S ¥ 
5 PRECIOUS 
== | DOG TARO. 


/ FORMALLY 
S CHALLENGED 


HIM! 


TLL BEAT 
§ — YOU TO 
‘DEATH LIKE 


.-BUT TM 
TAKING 
YOU WITH , 
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AGABOND was created by Takei nove, author 
of he best saling mange SLAM DUA wit over 
100 milion copes in int wardwide. Fer his werk 
on VAGABOND, Inve rocsved the 2000 Media Arts 
awed for Marga rom th Japanese Ministry ot 
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About VAGABOWD and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


TokehikoInwe's VACABOND. based on Fi 
Yoshikaua's novel MUSASHY i afar azzount 
of he if of Miyamoto Musashi (15841685). The 
historical igure Miyamoto Musashi author ofthe 
Pilosophical strategy guide A BOON OF FIVE 
‘AMES. was a mastar cf the sword and was roveod 
asa ‘swordsaint” He founded the Nite ei style 
of swor fighting whieh is typitiad by fighting with 
but ang and short swords at onc, holding the 
Tong sword withthe right hand andthe short sword 
withthe left Musashi was also a master ofthe 
‘eter ats—he was a master of sure (lack nk 
rawings, metalworking and woodcaving. The 
fins, THE SAMURA/ TRILOGY, diested by Hieshi 
Inageki and staring Toshiro Mine were aso 
based on Yoshikawa's MUSASH Inspired bythe 
huge success of VAGABOND in Japan in 2008, NHK. 
Drouced the histrcelpernddreme, MUSASHL 
Also based on Yoshikawa's nove tis drama stars 
kik actor ShinnasukeKhicawe as Musashi and 
TV stor Ryoko Yonokura a Otsu 


A note on name: 


‘The names presented within the context ofthis 
‘ie ate presario the wational Japenese 
‘order-sumame, followed by fist name. “Miyamaté 
ji Miyamoto Musashi last rame and "Musab" it 
his fist name. The name ofthe erator of 
WGABOHD however, has been presented fst 
name fst, last rame second. “Tabi” the 
autor’ fist nme ard “Inge” hs lastname. 
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To the trained 

eye, a single 

cut flower can 

be more reveal- 

ing about a man’s 

fighting skills than witness- 
ing a duel to the death. 
When Musashi is given a 
flower cut by master swords- 
man Yagyu Sekishusai, he 
realizes he must seek this 
man out—for Sekishusai 
may turn out to be the 
greatest swordsman 
Musashi will ever meet. 


rw 


This book reads 


from right to lett www.viz.com 


ISBN L-S9LLb-25b-4 


509.95 he) 
| 
| 
| 
iN oMBtb9 Tees6u 7lits2009"1678 389 


